R D CATTERALL From James Pringle House, Middlesex Hospital, London India India is a vast country and is larger than the whole of Western Europe. On its 1 620 000 square miles of land over 650 000 000 people live and die. The population is believed to be increasing at a rate of more than 13 millions each year. There are over 220 different languages and many different communities and cultures, all of which are responsible for the colourful and exciting life of the nation. Because of its size generalisations about India are usually unreliable and frequently untrue.
HEALTH PROBLEMS
The major health problem is the lack of a pure water supply and the almost total absence of sewage disposal. It has been estimated by the World Health Organisation that if an adequate supply of safe water and a reasonable sewage disposal system could be provided, the mortality rate would fall by at least 5007o, to say nothing of the rates of acute and chronic sickness. Add to this widespread malnutrition, tropical diseases, tuberculosis, leprosy, and diarrhoeal diseases and the relatively low priority that has been given to the sexually transmitted diseases is understandable. Nevertheless, the incidence and the variety of sexually communicable diseases is increasing throughout the country and is a source of anxiety to some health authorities.
Although central government and municipal authorities play some part medical care and medical education are largely the responsibility of the state governments. Private medical practitioners, private hospitals, and even private medical colleges are to be found throughout the country. As 
